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THE  WONDER  OF  THE  BOOK 


Tba  wonder  of  tlie  Sook,  my  friends,  grows 
on  U8  as  our  experience  is  enlarged,  for  the 
mure  deeply  «re  search  it  the  more  we  feel 
thst  the  Bible  is  not  merely  a  book,  but  Tba 
Book,  and  that  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  hia  dying 
dour  WI.S  righc  when  he  asked  his  son-in-law 
to  read  to  him  out  of  the  Book,  and  in  answer 
to  the  question,  "What  Bookf"  r.jplied 
"There  is  only  one  Book,  the  Bible.  'In  ih» 
whole  world  it  is  called  'the  Book.'  All 
other  books  are  mere  leaves,  fragments. ' '  Yes. 
It  alone  is  the  perfect  Book.  It  ia  the  eternal 
Book.  It  is  the  Voice;  all  others  are  merely 
echoes.  Of  course,  you  all  know  that  tb« 
Bible  literally  means  the  Book.  It  is  a  toans- 
lation  of  the  Greek  title  of  the  Bible,  H« 
Biblos;  in  English,  the  Book.  It  is  the  Book 
tkat  stands  alone;  unapproachable  in  grand* 
eur;  solitary  .'n  splendour;  mysterious  in  »•• 
cendancy;  as  hi^h  above  aJl  other  booka  aa 
heaven  above  earth,  as  the  Son  of  God  above 
the  sons  of  men. 

The  Wonder  of  Its  FormaUon. 

Now,   one   of  the   first   things   about   this 
Book  that  evokes  our  wonder  ia  the  very  fact 
» 


of  it!   existence.     Anyone   who   bai   studied 
the  history  and   ori^n  of   the  Divine    Word 
must    be    overwhelmed    with    wonderment    at 
the  mysterious  method  of  its  formation.  That 
it  ever  was  a  book,  and  is  toilay  the  Book 
-i    tlio    modern    world,    is    really    a    literary 
.■•Iracle.      For    th^^re    ne.ver    was    any    ordar 
given    to    any    man    to    plan    the    Bible,    nor 
was    there   any    ooncertod    plan    on    the   part 
of  the   men    who   wrote,  to  write   the   Bible. 
The     way     in     which     the     Bible     gradually 
through    the    centuries    grew    is    one    of    the 
mysteries   of  time.     Little  by  little,  part  by 
part,  century  after  century,  it  came  out   in 
disconnectpd    fragments    imd    unrelated    per- 
tions,    written   by   various   men   without   any 
intention,  so  far  as  we  can  tell,  of  anything 
like  concerted  arrangement.     One  man  wrote 
one   part    in    Syria,    another   man   wrote   an- 
other part  in  Arabia,  a  third   man  wrote  in 
Italy  or  Greece;  some  writers  wrote  hundreda 
of  years  after  or  before  the  others,  and  the 
first  part  was  written  about  fifteen  hundred 
years    before    the    man    who   wrote   the   last 
part   was   born.     Now,  take  any  other  book 
you  can  think  of  on  the  spur  of  the  moment', 
and   think   how   it   arose.     You   know   fjirly 
well  how  it  arose.     In  nine  cases  out  of  text 
a  man  determined  to  write  a  book,  thought 
oat     the    thoughts,    collected    the    material) 
wrote  it  or  dictated  it,  had  it  copied  or  print' 
ed,  and  it  was  completed  within  two  or  threa 
or  more  months  or  years.    The  average  book, 
we  may   suppose,  takes  frpm  a  year  to   ten 
years   to  produce,   though,  a  book  like  Gib*. 


bon.'  "Declin.  and  Fall  of  the  Boman  Em' 

pire,"  or  Tennyson',  poenii,  took  longer  t<r 

complete.    But,  generally  .peaking,  any  book 

you  ran  think  of  ha.  been  produced  by  one 

man  within   hi.  own  generation.     Now,  here 

Is  a  Book  that  took  at  leant   one  thouaand 

Ave  hundred  yoars  to  write,  and  .panned  »h» 

•pan  of  sixty  generation,  of  thi.  famou.  olj 

world '.  hittory.     It  enlarge,  our  conception* 

of  God;  it  gives  u.  new  idea,  of  Hi.  infinite 

patience,  a.  we  think  of  ♦he  wonder  of  Hie 

calm  quiet  waiting  as  He  watched  the  strain 

and  the   haste  and   the   restlessness  of   man 

across  the  feverish  year.,  as  .lowly  and  .ilent- 

ly  the  Great  Book  grew.     Here  a  little  asA 

there  a  little  of  it  came  on;  here  a  bit  of 

history  and  there  a  bit  of  prophecy;  here  • 

poem  and  there  a  biogiap      ;  and  at  last  io 

process  of  time,  as  silent^     ts  the  house  of 

the  Uai  of  old  (1  Kings  C;  /)  it  came  forth 

before  a  needy  world  in  its  finished  complete' 

ness.    When  Moses  died  there  were  only  flvr 

small   portions;    when   David   sat    upon   th* 

throne  there  were  a  few  parebmento  moref 

one  by  ooe  princes  and  prieets  and  prophet*^ 

laid  on  the  growing  pile  their  greater  an« 

imaUer  eontribntiens,  until  in  process  o^  tim*- 

the  whole  of  the  Old  Testament  Bible  mm 

wntten  in  iu  entirety;  word  for  word,  letter' 

loi  letter,  lenteMe  for  sentence,   book  for 

book,  preeieely  m  we  Jutve  it  now,  intse* 

and  complete;  and,  as  Josephue  testifee,  no 

en*  tbioDih  the  ages  has  dared  to  add  or 

*»*•  ««'«T.  •«»  hM  the  OU  Teituiant  teat 
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been    altered    in    the    slightest    degree    from 
that  day  to  this. 

But  the  New  Testament  is  a  far  greater 
miracle  from  the  literary  standpoint  Ihan  the 
Old  Testament.  The  Jews,  you  all  know,  were 
not  a  writing  people.  I  hardly  know  of  » 
Jew  who  ever  wrote  a  book,  except  Josephus, 
and  I  doubt  very  much  if  a  man  or  women 
here  could  mention  two.  Their  training,  as 
Bishop  Westcoti  once  said,  was  exclusively 
oral,  and  they  had  a  disinclination  for  liter- 
ary work.  Not  only  so,  but  their  Master 
was  not  a  writer.  Jesu  never  wrote  a  line 
BO  far  as  we  know,  and  the  idea  of  their 
writing  an  additional  or  supplementary  Bible 
would  never  seem  to  have  entered  the  mind 
of  His  disciples.  They  would  doubtless  have 
flprung  back  with  horror  at  the  very  idea  of 
fluch  a  thing,  and  for  fifty  years  after  .Jesus 
was  born  there  was  probably  not  a  line  of 
the  New  Testament  written.  But  then,  by 
the  mystic  suggestion  and  overruling  design 
of  the  Almighty  Spirit,  without  any  con- 
certed cAIlaboration  or  unity  of  plan,  frag- 
ment by  fragment,  here  a  little  letter,  there 
a  biography,  the  New  Testament  grew.  But 
remember;  there  was  no  prearrangement.  It 
was  not  as  if  Matthew,  and  Mark,  and  Luke, 
«nd  John  came  together  in  committee,  and 
«fter  solemh  conference  an'i  seeking  for  the 
leading  of  the  Spirit,  Matthew  undertook  to 
write  of  Christ  as  the  King,  and  Mark  said, 
"I  would  like  for  my  part  to  write  of  Him 
as  the  Worker,"  and  Luke  said,  "And  I 
think  I  will  undertake  to  delineate  Him  as 
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the  Man,"  and  then  John  said,  "Well,  I 
wiU  crown  it  by  writing  of  Him  as  the  son 
of  Ood'M  It  was  not  as  if  Paul  met  James 
one  day  and  after  talking  and  praying  about 
it,  Paul  agreed  to  write  of  the  dogmatic,  and 
James  of  the  practical  aspects  of  Christianity. 
Nothing  of  the  sort.  There  is  no  trace  of 
such  a  thing.  They  simply  wrote  as  they 
were  moved  to  moet  some  passing  need,  to 
express  some  earnest  longing,  to  teach  soma 
glorious  truth,  by  a  letter,  or  a  treatise,  or 
a  memoir;  and  so  this  composite  of  frag- 
mentary memoirs  and  letters  came  into  this 
miraculous  unit  that  we  call  the  New  Tebla- 
ment.  YesI  The  Book  is  marvellous;  it  is 
transcendental;  it  is  altogether  unezplain- 
able.  It  is  the  miracle  of  literature  in  its 
formation. 

The  Wonder  of  Its  Unification. 

Another  thing:  We  talk  of  this  Bible  as  a 
book.  We  seldom  or  never  think  of  it  as  a 
Library.  Very  few  of  us,  save  those  who 
studied  the  matter,  ever  think  of  this  book 
as  a  Library  consisting  of  sixty-six  separata 
volumes,  written  by  between'  thirty  and  forty 
different  authors,  in  three  different  lajagngges^ 
upon  totally  different  topics  and  under  ex' 
traordinarily  different  oircumstances.  One 
author  wrote  history,  «nother  biography,  an- 
'  other  about  sanitary  science  and  hygiene; 
one  wrote  on  theology,  another  .wrote  poetry, 
another,  prophecy;- aome  wrote  oil  philosophy 
and  jurisprudence,  others  on  genealogy  and 
ethnology,  and  some.os  istaries,  of  adventor* 


•nd   t«vel   of   romantie   intenmt.     Why    if 
thew  girty.«x  books  were  printed  separately 
»   Urge-zed   print   and   heavy  paper,   and 
bound  in  moroceo,  I  doubt  if  they  could  M 
.tand  on  that  tablel    And  yet  here  we  have 
.hem  all    the  whole  sixty-six  volume.,  in  . 
httlo  book  that  a  child  can  ca«y  in  its  Uttl. 
hand.    And  the  strangest  thing  of  all  is,  that 
though  their  subjects  are  so  diverse  and  s» 
difficult,  the  most  difficult  and  abstruse  of  all 
conceivable   subjects,   though   there    was   no 
possibiBty  of  anything  like  concerted  action 
or  transfer  of  literary  responsibility,  for  it 
wa.  lapowiible  for  the  man  who  wrote  the 
ilrst  pagn  to  have  had  the  slightest  know 
ledge  what  the  men  would  write  about  who 
wrote  on«  thousand  Ave  hundred  years  after 
he    was    bom;    yet   this    miseellaneous    col- 
lecUon  of  heterogeneous  writings  is  not  only 
unified   by  the  binder  in  one  book,  but  to 
nnifled  by  God  the  Autho*,  that  na  oii»  ever 
thinka  of   H   to-day  as   anything  else   than 
One  Bookl    And  One  Book  it  i»,  the  miracla 
«f  all  lit«rM^  unity. 

Tht  WoadM  of  Its  Age. 

Again,  it  M  it  wwnder  that  Aat  Book  ia 
li«re  to-day.  -I  ««y  it  J»  »  wender  that  we 
h»ve  a  mttH  M  all  wkM  we  think  of  ita 
«g*.  Wh«*  -mi  ewapare  the  Kble  as  a  book 
with  any  «tber  book  in  this  tmpttt  it  is  « 
P«feet  wonder.  I  win  tdlyon  why.  Tou 
*n  toMW  ttat  th6  gi^test  tMt  ef  lite«tnr« 

JLUVL    ^'  ''"*  ^'^  "'  **''  *««k  that  is 
»«W  fcjK  »nyw»  Hf.-a»f  u,  iptmk  <ff,  Sat  -sas 
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written  one  thousand  years  agof    Bookg  that 
were  the  rege  a  few  years  ago  are  forgotten 
to-day.     Whoever  thinks  nowadays  of  read- 
ing   'Bobert  Ellesmere,"  or  asks  at  a  book- 
■tore    for   Eider    Haggard's    "8he"f      Why 
poor  <' David  Harum"  is   almost  unsalable' 
and    we     wiU    soon    hear  nothing  of    "The 
Eosary."       These    books    were    bom,    were 
boomed,  and  died.     The  cojd  hand  of  oblivion 
is  laid  upon  them.     Heb.  8: 13.     Their  force 
18  spent.      Their  power  is  gone.      They  were 
literary  sky  rockets;   they  are  like  "Ta  ra 
ra  boom  de  aye."    Where  is  the  book,  after 
all,  that  is  five  hundred  years  old  and  read 
by  the  masses  nowadays,  for,  as  we  said,  a 
book  that  is  one  thousand,,  or  two  thousand, 
or  three  thousand  years  old  is  read  by  no- 
body.   Horace  and  Homer  may  be  studied  by 
students. of  the  classics,  and  school-boys  may 
have   Virgil   and    Xenophon      thrashed     into 
them,  but  whoever  thinks  of  reading  themt 
They  are  dead  books  in  dead  languages.    JVir 
yon  can  put  it  down  for  a  eertainty  that  ths 
older  a  book  is  the  smaUer  is  its  chance  of 
surviving,  or  being  read  by  peopli  6f  diverse 
nationalities.    A,pther  thing..  No  beok  ever 
has   had    much    chance   of-  being   circulated 
Widely  amongst  »  people  /rom  whi«h  it  did 
not  origirtite.    No  beok,  for  instance,  written 
by  a  Spaniard  has  much  efcanoe,  of  being  read 
by  Germans.    Perm»ii  wofks  are  jead  ■  v  Gor- 
mans,- English  works  by  Englirtmea.       knoif 
that  I  never  couU  enjoy  "Old  MMt^Uty," 
for  I  am  nn«:  n  goQt     wi«,«.  i tj  • 

of,   with   a    few   great    esceptions,    such    -» 
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Dante,  Cervantes,  Goethe,  Dumaa,  Shakes- 
peare, that  has  been  able  to  overleap  the 
bounaa  of  nationality;  and  as  to  Turkey,  In- 
dia, or  Mexico,  or  Brazil,  what  man  out  ot 
a  hundred  could  tell  you  whether  they  had 
any  authors,  or  if  thoy  had,  the  name  of 
one  of  their  works.  But  the  marvellous  thing 
about  the  BSble  is,  that  it  is  the  only  book 
in  the  world  that  has  not  only  overleaped 
the  barrier  of  time,  but  it  is  the  only  book 
in  the  whole  world  that  has  been  able  to 
overleap  the  barrier  of  nationality.  It  was 
written  largely  in  a  dead  language,  for  the 
Hebrew  language  is  not  a  language  that  is 
either  spoken  or  written  today;  and  yet 
that  Book,  written  in  a  dead  language,  writ- 
ten by  men  who  died  two  thousand  or  three 
thousand  years  ago,  is  not  only  living  to-day 
but  it  is  the  most  widely-circulated  book  in 
the  world. 

The  Wonder  of  Its  Sale. 

Surely  this  is  another  marvellous  thing.  The 
Old  Book  is  easily  the  best  seller  oi  the  day. 
A  leading  bookseller  was  asked  what  book  has 
the  largest  circulation.  He  did  not  mention 
the  most  recent  novel  or  the  latest  scientific 
work.  He  said  that  the  book  which  out-sells 
all  tha  other  books  in  the  world  was  the  book 
called  the  Bible.  Other  books  compute  their 
circulation  by  thousands;  the  Bible  by  mil- 
lionr.  And  yet  the  man  on  the  street  never 
thinks  of  this  book  as  a  book  that  was  writ- 
t —  _.i  _  .,.;,i.,  j„„gi^-j^^  vwt  two  or  three 
thousand  years  ago. 
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Tbe  Wonder  of  Its  Interest. 


Another  marvellous  thing  about  this  book 
is  that  it  is  the  only  book  in  the  world  read 
by  all  classes  and  all  sorts  of  people.     You 
know   very  well  that   literary   people   rarely 
read  a  child's  book,  and  children  would  not 
read  books  of  philosophy  and  science  even  if 
they  could.     If  a  book   is  philosophical   and 
BCientifle  it  commands  the  attention  of  liter' 
ary  people,  and  if  it  is  a  child's  book  it  is 
read  in  the  nursery.    A  wonderful  thing  it  is- 
to  think  that  there  is  one  book  that  differ* 
from  all  others;  a  Book  that  is  read  to  thtf 
little  child  and  read  by  the  old  man  as  he 
trembles   on    the  brink   of   the   other   world. 
Years  ago  I  heard  the  nurse  reading  a  story 
to  my  child,  and  I  said  to  her,  "What  is  it 
that  you  are  reading  to  the  little  one?"    "I 
am  reading  the  story  of  Joseph  in  the  Bible," 
she   answered.     And  the   little   child,   in   ex- 
citement,    cried,  "Please     don't     stop     her, 
please,"  as  she  listened  with  delighted  inter- 
est to  the  reading  of  a  book  that  was  written 
in-    Hebrew     probably    three    thousand    five 
hundred  years  ago.     And  not  far  away  f 
the  room  where  the  little  child  was  listen 
there  sat  one  of  the  noblest  of  modern  niinas^ 
one  of  the  greatest  of  modern  scientists,-  our 
foremost  Canadian  scholar,  the  great  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Dawson,    President    of   McGill    College, 
Montreal,  reading  with  profound  devotion  and 
a  higher  delight  the  pages  of  that  same  mar^ 
vellous  Book.     Here  is  a  phenomenon.     One 
of  the  ablest  of  modern  scientists  delights  in 
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the  rearling  of  a  book,  which  is  the  joy  of  • 
little  child  in  the  nursery!  Verily  it  is  with- 
out  a  parallel  in  literature.  Our  boys  and 
«irl8  read  and  study  it  in  myriads  of  home. 
«nd  Sunday  Schools,  and  gre„.  scholars  like 
Jfewton,  and  Herschel,  and  Faraday  and 
•Brewster,  and  great  statesmen  like  Gladstone 
«nd  Lincoln,  and  great  soldiers  like  Gusta- 
^us  Adolphns,  and  Gordon,  and  fetonewall 
Jackson,  have  taken  this  book  as  the  joy  and 
ihe  guide  of  their  life. 

The  Wonder  of  its  language. 

Another  wonderful  thing  is  that  this  Book 
^as  not  written  in  Athens,  the  seat  of  learn- 
ing in  Greece,  nor  in  Alexandria  in  Egypt 
Jt  was  not  written  by  men  who  received 
Iheir  inspiration  from  the  ancient  sources  of 
wisdom.  It  was  written  by  men  who  lived  in 
ralestme,   m    Nazareth,    in    Galilee.       Many 

n  n*  '^"'^™  ''*™  ^l»«t  we  would 
*all  Illiterate.  Not  only  were  they  not  un^ 
versity  men,  or  scholars  or  original  thinkers; 
4hey  could  not  speak  their  own  languam 
properly  There  is  a  strong  probability  thSt 
»«ther  John  nor  Peter  could  speak  grammati-  ' 
.tally.  You  remember  Peter  was  trapped  be- 
cause   his    dialect   betrayed   him.     He   spoke 

If  v"  J*f- '•""■•  "'-^  y°"  '^"  »•«"  a  man 
,ot  Yorkshire  or  Somersetshire  talkingf  Did 
you  erer  hear  the  brogue  of  an  Irishman  from 
Galwayf  ft  was  just  like  that  with  Peter 
and  John.  (Matt.  27-73.  Acts  2-7:4-13) 
They  were  uneducated  men.  And  many  of 
Jihe  men  who  wrote  the  BiWs  were  m«B  of 
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tut  ctaraeter.    One  wu  a  farm  hand.    An- 
other wa.  a  Bhepherd.    Tfcey  were  men  of  no 
I'terary  reputation.     And  yet  from  men   of 
that  type  educationally  ha.  come  a  book  that 
God  jn  Hig  mysterious  power  has  so  divest- 
ed   of  all  provincialism   that  it  has  become 
the   standard   of  the  language   of  the   most 
htarary  nations  of  the  world.    And  not  only 
80.    It  is  a  book  that  has  gone  to  the  North 
»nd   South   and   East  and   Weet.     It^  Ig   the 
etrongeat  factor  jn  inodern^jifejo-day ~and 
yet   it  is   of   the  ancient   world,   "it  is   the 
most   potent   factor   in   the  influenc~e~SFSo 
great  nations   of   the  progressive   West,  and 
yet    It   proceeded    from    the    narrowest    and 
most   conservative   people  of   the   unprogrea- 
sive  East.     AH   its  authors  were  Jews,  and 
the  Jews  by  instinct  and  tradition,  by  edu- 
cation and  sentiment,  were  the  narrowest  of 
all   narrow  people.     The  Jew  was  not  only 
narrow;  he  had  no  interest  in  other  nations. 
You  know  what  a  time  it  took  to  get  the 
Idea  into  Peter's  head  that  he  ought  to  h„ve 
an  interest  in  the_8alvation  of  the  GentUes 
pf_the_outsidej|ir^d.     A  miracle  of  apecia"! 
revelation  only  did  it.     How  do  you  explain 
then  the  fact  that  these  ignorant  men,  these 
most  u,ncosmoE(^itan3en,  with  all  their  pro- 
yineialism,  and  exclusiveng.^  ...^  insularity 
were  enabled  to  write  a  Book  whTch  "his  be- 
come not  only  the  book  of  the  Jews,  but  the 
book  of  aU  men,  and  The  Book  of  the  world 
to-day.    It  is  for  only  one  tongue,  and  that 
is,   ihe  world's.     It  is  for  nniv«rgsl  man  -- 
»>an.    It  is  tie  proud  boaat  of  the  Church  of 
13. 


Bome  to-a»y  that  it  has  but  one  ■  language, 
and  that  a  dead  language,  the  Latin.     But 
the  Bible  Society  have  a  prouder  boast.    It 
is    their   boast   that   they   have    printed    the 
Bible  in  five  hundred  living  languages;  that 
they   are   giving  the   Living   Word   to   every 
nation  under  heaven,  that  they  may  hear  in 
their    own    tongue    the   wonderful    works    of 
God.    Yes!     God  has  so  overruled  the  history 
of   His   world   that   there   has   been    born   a 
Society  which  has  re-established  the  miracle 
of  Pentecost.    It  is  truly  a  miracle,     it  is  a 
wonder  to  think  that  an   old   Hebrew  book 
writt«n  by  a  lot  of  Jews,  has  in  God's  mvstie 
Providence  been  so  divested  of  all  oriental- 
ism  and   Judaism,   and   rabbinism,    that    the 
millions  upon  millions  of  boys  and  girls,  and 
men  and  women  who  read  it  never  think  of 
It  as  the  writing  of  Hebre  vs  or  the  language 
of  an   ancient   and   oriental   race.     To   them 
they  are  simply  the  words  of  their  own  dear 
mother-tongue.      It  is  the  English  Bible;  the 
bes     that   our  literature   can   give  in   simple 
poble   prose,  as  Frederic  Harrison  once  said 
•n  a  lecture  at  Oxford.     And  yet,  wonderful 
to  think  of,  the  German  never  thinks  of  it 
>n    any   other  way,    too.     To   him   it   is   the      - 
German  Bible. 

The  Wonder  of  its  Preservation. 

Another  wonderful   thing  about   the  Bible 

world  tW  "I         "'*   *"'   <"''^'  """•^   i"    the 

incessant  persecution.    Century  after  century 

Jnen   have  tried  to  burn   it  and   to  bury  It. 
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Crusade  after  crusade  has  been  organized  to 
e:Ctirpate  it.  Kings  of  the  earth  set  them- 
lelves,  and  rulers  of  the  church  took  counsel 
together  to  destroy  it  from  oB  the  face  of 
the  earth.  Diocletian,  the  Boman  Emperor, 
in  303  inaugurated  the  most  terrific  onslaught 
that  the  world  has  known  upon  a  book.  Every 
Bible  almost  was  destroyed,  myriads  of 
Christians  perished,  and  a  column  of  triumph 
was  erected  over  an  exterminated  Bible  with 
the  inscription:  "Extincto  nomine  Christian- 
orum"  (The  name  of  the  Christians  has  been 
extinguished).  And  yet  not  many  years  after 
the  Bible  came  forth,  as  Noah  from  the  ark, 
to  repeople  the  earth,  and  in  the  year  325 
Constantino  enthroned  the  Bible  as  the  Infal- 
lible Judge  of  Truth  in  the  first  General 
Council.  Then  followed  the  prolonged  perse- 
cution of  medievalism.  Yon  all  know  how 
the  Church  of  Rome  denied  the  Scriptures  to- 
the  people.  The  Church  of  Bome  never  trust- 
ed the  people  with  the  Bible.  For  ages  it 
was  practically  an  unknown  book.  Even 
Luther  was  a  grown-up  man  when  he  said 
that  he  had  never  seen  a  Bible  in  his  life. 
No  jailer  ever  kept  a  prisoner  closer  than 
the  Church  of  Bome  has  kept  the  Bible  from 
the  people.  Not  only  so.  In  consequence  of 
Edicts  of  Councils,  and  bans  and  bulls  of 
Popes,  Bibles  were  burned,  and  Bible  readers- 
sent  by  the  Inquisition  to  rack  and  flame. 
Many  of  ub  have  seen  the  very  spot  in  old 
London  where  baskets  full  of  English  Testa- 
m^tilH  Were  burueu  with  great  display  by  th& 
order  of  Bome.  ' 
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Yet  p«riupi  tke  worst  peraecution  of  all 
bM  been  during  tbe  laat  one  hundred  and 
fifty  year..  The  bitterest  foe.  of  the  Bible 
•eurioMly  enough,  were  men  who  claimed  lib- 
•rty  of  thought,  and  Bolingbroke,  and  Hume, 
«nd  Voltaire  .eemed  «o  confident  of  the  ei- 
termination  of  the  Bible,  that  the  French- 
man declared  that  a  hundred  year,  after  hi. 
■day  not  a  Bible  would  be  found  save  a.  an 
^ntiauarian  ^rjojit£.  Then  came  the  Ger- 
man ratioi.ali.tic  host,  with  the  fierce.t  and 
^leadliest  of  all  the  atUck.     Baur  and  Strau.. 

the  Children  of  Edom:  "Down  with  it,  down 
with  It,  even  to  the  ground."  But  He  that 
^^thmHij^lent  heaven^U^^hidi^^d 
iShoah^adUheDUnderMok  "FS^rlTtli 
to-day,.and  .tronger  than  ever.  It  stand,  and 
It  w.  1  stand.  The  a4vemrie.  have  done  their 
worst.  They  have  charged  their  heavie.^ 
*harge^  They  have  fired  their  deadliest  vol- 
ley.  Whatever  unexpected  adversaries  ap- 
pear in  the  future,  no  more  destructive  trios 
than  Julian  and  Celsus  and  Porphyry,  than 
Voltaire  and  Straus,  and  B.*nan,  tian  Eich 

I'n'f'.T'"'*"  ""''  ^'""'«»'  -»  -«  be 

<on^derate  again.t  it.    Yet  in  spite  of  the.e 

-•ge-loiig  persecutions  the  Word  of  the  Lord 

i8>iv«ng_free  course  and  i»  being  glorified. 

Tt  IS  being  circulated  at  the  rate  of  about 

iwel^e  -gJljpB  copies  >  v«.,,   4.  .k„„).  j^, 

iundred  langu^  „f  the  itob^TTt  liTli 

influence  it  never  possessed  before.     Verily 

*8  we  think  of  it  we  may  ehalJenge  our  proud 

*ge  With   the-ehsll«as,  of  Mos»,  .Td   cry: 
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A«k  now  of  the  days  that  are  piut,  which 
were  before  thee,  ainee  the  day  that  God 
created  man  npon  the  earth,  and  ask  from  th» 
one  side  of  lieaven  unto  the  other,  whether 
there  hath  een  any  such  thing  as  this  great 
thing  is,  or  hath  been  heard  lilte  it!"  (Dert 
4-82).  ^ 

The  FIT.  Crowning  WoniUn. 

But  before  I  close  I  would  Uke  to  briefly 
refer  to  five  other  thing,  that  are  to  my  mind 
the  crowning  wonders  of  the  Book. 

Its  CMf-anthantioatingMH. 

There  Is,  first  of  all,  what  wo  might  call 
it.  .eJf-authenticatingness.    You  need  no  hi.- 

f w  ti  "  ^l",  "'  """•"«/  P«rf««"  to  prove 
that  the  Bible  is  God's  own  Word.  TXe  HoJr 
Ghost  alone  is  the  Anther  and  Oiw  oTttilt 
con^OB.  iFT^wm  but  IS.?  tiTi^iS;^. 
of  Hi.  voice  yon  will  be  anured  beyond  aU 
pownbility  of  argument  that  this  book  f, 
God's  own  Word.  Afe„  Lave  come  and  stiB 
«ome  to  unsettle  and  destroy.  The  Spirit  of 
Chnst  comes  to  validate  and  eonflrm  with  a 
Divine  conviction  and  a  Dhine  certainty  that 
^is  mcommunicablfl  by  mere  reason,  and  is  im- 
522i2S»  to  the  «8«inlt»  of  doubt.  Ton  hil^*- 
perhaps  heard  Spurgison-a  famous  rtory  of 
the  poor  woman  who  was  eqnfroated  by  • 
modem  agnostic,  and  asked:  -^Mmt  are  yoti 

thatt"    "He  told  me  iq  Triw..;«  >,    icg^^ 
I  y«o   .of.    Why,  how  e«n  yon  prove  tlrtr»_ 
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I«okiog  ikyward,  th«  poor  loul  Mid:  "Cub 
jou  prove  to  -e  that  there  ii  a  lua  up  in 
«he  eltyf"  itWhy,  of  coune;  the  best  proof 
U  tiint  it  warms  me,  and  I  can  tee  ita  light/' 

s.iLJliat  '■  iti  "  was  her  joyoui  reply.  The  belt 
|>roof  that  this  Book  ii  the  Word  of  Qod  ia 
that  it  warms  and  lights  my  soul."  (Bead 
1  Cor.  2-12).    You  cannot  explain  this.    But 

^  it  is  a  fact  deep  and  real. 

Ita  InashanBtiVillty. 

Another  wonder  of  the  Bible  is  its  inex- 
haustibility.   It  is  like  a  seed.    You  can  tell 
how   malny  acorns   are   on   an   oak,   but  you 
-^annot  tell  how  many  oaks  .re  in  an  acorn. 
The   tree  that   grows  from   a  seed  produces 
in  turn  the  seeds  of  other  trees;   each  tree 
-contains  a  thousand  seeds;  each  seed  the  germ 
«f  a  thousand  trees.     Its  depth  is  infinite; 
its  height  is  infinite.    Millions  of  readers  and 
irriters,  age  after  age,  have  dug  in  this  jin- 
/athomable^mine,    and   its    depths    are    still 
-onexhauited.     Age   after  age  it  has   gener- 
«ted    with    ever-increasing    creative    power, 
ideas  and  plans,  and  schemes,  and  themes,  and 
books.    Yes,  books;  and  in  many  cases  books 
4hat  are  the  only  literature  of  the  nation. 
The  greatest  minds  have  been  its  expositors. 
Myriads  of  students  have  studied  it   daily, 
-•nd  its  read-vs  from  day  to  day  can  be'  nnmr 
bered,.by  millions.     The  volumes  that  have 
l>een  written  on  single  chapters  or  even  verses 
^vuld  fill  the  shelves  of  many  a  library,  and 
tc  Jay  they  arenas  fresh,  as  fertile,  as  in- 
'•zjiaustible,  as  the  4ay  th...   were  first  writ- 
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ten.     The  treaiures  yet  to  be  found  «re  a* 
the  9ta.-»  of  the  iky  in  infinity  of  moltitude. 

It!  Non-Improvablenera. 

Another  wonder  is  its  non-improvableneSB. 
You  cannot  gild  gold.  You  cannot  paint 
rubies.  You  cannot  brighten  diamonds.  And 
no  artist  can  touch  with  final  touch  this  fin- 
ished Word  of  God.  This  proud-pinnacled 
century  can  add  nothing  to  it.  It  stands  as 
the  sun  in  the  sky.  If  the  greatest  Bible- 
lovers  of  the  last  century,  like  Irving,  and 
OlaJstone,  and  Spurgeon,  and  Parker,  had 
attempted  to  improve  it  their  work  would 
have  been  a  patch  and  a  disfigurement.  It_ 
has  the  glory  of  God. 

Its  Anthoritativenen. 

Its  irresistible  autbo  tativeness.  This  it 
another  wonder.  It  b;.,iks  upon  you  as  t> 
Voice  from  iieaven.  Five  hundred  times  in 
the  Pentateuch  it  p7ef aees  or  eoneludes  ita 
declaratiors  with  the  sublime  assertions,  "the 
Lord  said,"  or  "the  Lord  spake"!  Three 
hundred  times  again  in  the  fonowing  books  it 
dues  the  same,  and  in  the  prophetical  twelve 
hundred  times  with  such  expressions  as: 
"Hear  the  Word  of  the  Lord,"  or,  ''Thua 
eaith  the  Lord."  Ko  other  book  dares  thus 
to  address  itself  to  the  universal  conseienee. 
No  other  speaks  with  such  bhidfng  elai*, 'or 
presumes  to  command  the  obedissee  ef  ma'n- 
klnd.  While  all  the  books  of  the  Bible  He 
.  ilAt  AniyLl  _in  grandeBT  of  TeVelsticn  »r  'at 
spiritual  valoe,  there  is  throughout  sn  tqnaKtjr 
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of  in8pi™tu,Dand  finality  of  anthoritativenes.. 
The  strange  thing  i,  that  men  in  evely  age 
and  cl^e  acknowledge  it.  They  know  th!t 
l^£^S£JLJ£eak.  to  their  inner  consciolne^I 
-th^^an  authority  Uke  thlTLHthoriTyif^l 

J*Llg!ggl«LB«In«l>lrajaon, 

perpetual  re-msp.ration.  Men  think  of  the 
Bible  a,  a  book  that  was  inspired.  But  the 
wonder  of  the  Bible  is   that   it  1.   ■  / 

^om  the  far-distant  h^^    /  im^e  7!Zt 
sweeping  into  the  heart,  of  man  to-c^yTnl 
he  ye  breath  of  God  that  breathed  Sto"t- 
•ts   mystic   hfe   makes  it   live  and   enerrize 

with  the  hfe  of  the  Living  God  who  gave 

ttird  Pi^^"*  "  """«  P""""-    ''^-  Twenty 
third  Psalm  wM  inspired,  but  again  and  agafu 

tbewon.ronathi^Txtri/w.'^f-;^^^' 
inspired,  and  the  Spirit  nukes  it  live  on^ 

«TL- -  V-   "-  -*^''    most   remarkable 
•M  uHiw.     it»  pruoiges   are   mine      A»  t 
"•d  tke  OM  hundred   and   third   P«Hn.    u 
«  «*  aacieat    Hebrew      it  i.  ' 

;^«nJ^'Theothe,a.yIto:r.Tt^rt^ 
^dWW*  tkat  my  motlwr  gave  me,  ,nd  I 
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on  the  margin.    There  floated  back  upon  my 
mind   a  time,  some   years  ago,   when 'I  wa» 
in  great  trouble.     I  had  to  leave  my  dear 
wife   and    children,   and   to   travel    in   quest 
of   health   in   distivnl    lands;    and   my   heart 
within  me  was  sad,  and  one  day  opening  my 
Bible,  at  random  as  men  say,  my  eye  caught 
these   words  in   Gen^_28;15^J^Behold,   I_am 
with  thee,  and  will  keep  thee  liT'alVplaces 
whitherjhqu  goesf,'  and  wHI  bring  thee  a^i 
iStojbhis^land."     Shair  I"  ever    forgS    th» 
flash  of  comfSrt  that  swept  over  my  soul  as. 
I   read   that   verse!     All   the   eJregetos   and 
critics  in  the  world  could  never  persuade  my 
soul  that  that  was,a_mere  echo  o£some  far-olT 
relicjif  a  Babylojiian  legend,  or  of iTn "Ori- 
ental myth.    No,  noF  That 'was  a  message  to- 
me.   It  came  straight  down  to  me.     It  swept 
int,    my   soul   as   a   Voice   from   heaven.     It 
lifted   me   up.   and   no   man  will   ever   shake 
me  out  of  the  conviction  that  that  message- 
ti2t-Jiyj^Ji_Godj;s^wn^\Vord  Jojne,  inspir- 
jngbeeaus^^inspired,    inspired    because    in- 
spiring. ~ "' — 

Its  Christ-fulness. 

But  the  final  Wonder'  of  the  Book  is  Christ.. 
He  is  its  fulness,  its  centre,  its  fascination. 
It  13  all  about  Jesus!  Old  Testament  and 
New  Testament  alike  tell  of  Jesus,  the  great 
Fact  of  History,  the  great  Force  of  history 
the  great  Future  of  history;  for  of  this  Book" 
It  can  be  said:  "The  Glory  of  God  doth  lighten- 
It,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  Light  thereof."  Ani 
as  long  aa  man  livp  upon  the  face  of  thit 
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jl^be  the  Book  that  tells  of  that  Supreme 
Personality,  the  Centre  of  a  world's  desire, 
■Jesus;  Jesus,  the  arch  of  the  span  of  history, 
e  key-stone  of  the  arch  di  prophecy;  Jesus, 
te  B»vealed,  the  Bedeeming,  the  Bisen,  the 
Beigning,  the  Returning  Lord;  Jesus,  the 
Desire  of  all  nations;  so  long  will  thi.'  Book 
'draw  men's  hearts  like  a  magnet,  and  men 
-will  stand  by  it,  and  live  for  it,  r  d  die 
-for  it. 
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The  (Last  Word.  C2  t^^'V' 

And  as  I  close,  let  me  say  this  one  word 
more.  O,  do  not  think  and  do  not  say,  as  I 
lave  heard  men  say  they  think,  that  we 
H>ught  to  read  this  Book  as  we  read  any 
other  book;  we  ought  to  study  it  and  analyze 
it  just  as  we  do  any  textbook  in-  literature 
or  science.  Ni).  No.  When  you  come  to  this 
Book,  come  to  it  with  awe.  -Bend  it  with  rev- 
^-erence.  Kegard  it  with  a  most  sacred  atten- 
■jtion.    "Take  thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet  for 


the  groniid  wheredri  than'  standest  is  |olv 
Ironnd."  fJAW^,  never  Compare  this  Book 
other  books.  Comparison  is  dangerous. 
■hey  are  of  earth.  'This  is  from  heaven.  J3. 
-do  not  think  and  dfe  not  say  that  this  Book 
.-only  tontaifls-the  Words  of  UOdl  J.t  is  the^ 
jyyt^  of  ^Ctod.  ThinTt  iii^t  ijf"  it  aa  a  good 
^obk,  of  even  the  better  book,  but  lift  it  in 


untax,  mora^  at^tl^e  living  Word  nf  t.h^ 
g  Ood:  supernatural  in  origin;  eternal  ia 
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duration;  inezpreasible  in  value;  infinite  in 
scope;  divine  in  authorship;  human  in  penman- 
ship; regenerative  in  power;  infallible  in. 
authority;  universal  in  interest;  personal  in. 
^^plication;  inspired  in  totality. 
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(I  would  like  to  suggest  as  a  great  stimulus- 
and    strength   to   the   student   of   the   Word, 
two   books    on    the    Bible   by    the    late'  Dr. 
Adolph    Saphir,    the    very    learned  Hebrew 
Christian,    entitled    ''Christ    and    the    Scrip- 
tures,"   and    the    "Divine    Unity    of    Scrip- 
ure."      "Christ   and   the   Scriptures"    is   a,. ^ 
cheap  little  book,  but  for  its  size  is  consid-'s "' 
\  ered  by  many  to  be  the  best  ever  written,  t 
i^^n  the  subject.     Saphir 'a  "Divine  Unity  o£.. 
Scripture"   is   really  a  great  and  schotarly 
work,  noble  in  its  style  and  snggestiveness. 
The  man  who  reads  tbem.  should  never  doubi- 
his  Bible  any  more.)^ 
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